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Death of Seneca

For string quartet in one movement

On Gerrit van Honthorst's painting: Death of Seneca (c. 1625)

Phoenix Art Museum

ca. 7 minutes

Premiered at the Atlantic Music Festival 2021

Velvet Racer
Notes to the performers:
This piece was written for the Phoenix Art Museum on the painting, Death of Seneca, by Dutch painter Gerrit van Honthorst. It is a huge oil painting (about 70 inches tall), warm-toned, giving out a calm and serene atmosphere while depicting a morbid scene - the death of the Roman stoic philosopher, Seneca. This string quartet was planned to be played in the reverberant gallery hall of the Phoenix Art Museum near the painting, before the social distancing policies were applied. The performance was suspended due to the global pandemic. It was written with that specific performance set-up in mind. 
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